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Activity Sheet - Guidelines for creating an exhibition

You are now ready to create your own exhibition on China.  Your audience is a group of young primary aged children, aged 8-11, but parents may also see your exhibition.  Your exhibition will be for display in the primary school’s school hall, but they only have 6 display boards.  You must include 20 photographs with text for each display board which must have a limit of 100 words.

Some questions for you to consider before you start.

· What are the aims of your exhibition, what are you trying to achieve?
To show how photographs can be interpreted differently?  To explain why Victorian travellers went to China?   To highlight aspects of Chinese society?

· What will be your focus? You can’t include everything, so don’t try!
Review some of themes you’ve studied in this unit – Isabella Bird Bishop, the role of women, Chinese community perspectives, the Cultural Revolution?


· How will you organise the photographs and text?  Will you arrange them chronologically or group them according to themes?  If you decide to focus on Isabella Bird Bishop, you could arrange them according to why she travelled, where she travelled in China, and what her views on the people and places she saw were.


· How will you represent the views of different people, will you include contemporary quotes to make your exhibition relevant and engaging to today’s audience?  Will you include your own opinions?  Visit some exhibitions at museums or galleries and note down the answers to the questions above.


· The introduction is one of the most important aspects of your exhibition.  It has to tell the visitor what they will be viewing and capture their interest so they spend time looking at all the display boards.  Each paragraph of text must illustrate 1 or 2 ideas – keep it simple and lively!


· What size font will you use for your text so it can be easily read by everyone and where will you place it on the display board?  If it’s too high, children won’t be able to read it.  How will you make quotes stand out in the text so some visitors who take a long time to read can choose to read part of it?  Will you have any websites or books for further information for those who want to find out more?


· Remember to always give the photographer’s or writer’s name and date of a source, whether it’s a quote or an item from an archive. What headings will you give each display board?

· Use the template below to help you plan your display – good luck!
	
	Title of Exhibition

	Display Board One
	Title of Display Board



	Text and quotes
	Photographs






