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	Teachers' notes 


	· A2: Superpower Geographies


Introduction 

These resources will provide students with an introduction to Superpower Geographies, through an examination of who the superpowers are and how their power develops over time.
The resources have been adapted from a presentation given by Dr Alasdair Pinkerton (Lecturer in Human Geography at Royal Holloway, University of London) at an RGS-IBG A2 study day on 15 October 2012. 
Relevance 

Edexcel Advanced GCE in Geography. Unit 3, topic 4 (Superpower geographies). 
Enquiry Question 1: Who are the superpowers and how does their power develop over time?
Aims 

· To understand that the concept of a ‘superpower’ has developed to include economic, cultural, military and geographical influence  

· To appreciate that the geography of power and international influence can be seen through geographical patterns of military reach, trade and cultural dominance

· To critically evaluate the change in power of time, from the Cold War through the rise of the BRICs 

Learners

· To define the term ‘superpower’

· To explore the ways in which power and international influence can be exercised, including an appreciation for soft power and alternative superpowers 

· To identify superpowers that have decline, or are declining, and others that have risen, or continue to rise  

	Lesson Plan – Introduction to superpower geographies


	Learning Objectives: 

· To define the term ‘superpower’

· To explore global exercise of power by a range of players

· To understand the rise and decline superpowers within a historical context 
	Vocabulary:

Superpower 

Soft/hard power 

Cultural/economic/political/military power

Public diplomacy 

Cold War/NATO/Warsaw pact 

	Resources:

PowerPoint presentation 

Access to www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org  

Access to www.guardian.co.uk 
	References syllabus : 

Edexcel unit 3, topic 4 (Superpower geographies) EQ1: Who are the superpowers and how does their power develop over time? 
· Economic, cultural, military and geographical influence 

· Patterns of military reach, trade and cultural dominance 

· Patterns of power change over time 

· Difference between emerging and existing powers


	5 mins

25 mins

10 mins

5 mins

30 mins 
	Introduction

Students are asked to think about the definition of a superpower. How would they define it? They should then write down (in three columns) what they believe to be the superpowers of: i) the past; ii) the present; and iii) the future. Student should keep their list safe as it will be returned to at the end of the lesson. 

Deliver the ‘Superpower Geographies’ PowerPoint presentation.  

· Main sections: 

· What is a superpower? 
· Why might the term be useful? 

· Cold War superpower geographies

· Rising, decline and alternative superpowers of today 

Task: Using the official London 2012 Olympic medal table rankings, students should comment on the world’s sporting superpowers. Now present students with the medal table rankings according to the GDP and population (use ‘Sort table by:’ drop down menu). http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/datablog/interactive/2012/aug/07/olympics-2012-alternative-medal-table-visualised 

· How useful are these statistics in reconfiguring our understanding of power?
· Beyond GDP and population, what other indicators could be used? 

Extension: Students to read Geography in the News article ‘Geography, Power and the Olympics’ to further consider the concept of soft power in the context of sport. Answer the following questions, each corresponding to one section of the article.  http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/member/newscasestudies/article/?id=1791 
· BRIC by BRIC: To what extent do you agree with President Lula’s claim: "The world has recognised that the time has come for Brazil." 

· Disputed soil: Do you believe that the Olympics represent a legitimate and effective time for nation governments to exercise ‘soft power’?  

· How things change: Referring the medal table from the main task, who do you think will top the Olympic medal table in 2100? 
Plenary

Encourage students to think about the characteristics of superpowers as presented in the PowerPoint. Using what they have learnt, they should return to the list that they made at the beginning of their presentation. This involves: i) reflecting on the list they made; ii) individually revising the list, using their new understanding; and iii) sharing their thoughts via group discussion or class feedback. 
Homework

Select one African country and investigate the role that different superpowers have had on it. Use the information given on slide 17 of the PowerPoint as a starting point. Students should consider: 

· What role has the superpower played in the country’s history? 

· How long has the superpower been involved? 

· How has power over the country been maintained? Think about soft/hard and cultural/economic/military/political power. 

· What are the social, economic, cultural and political impacts on the country? 
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