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Isabella Bird Bishop – Fact Sheet

Isabella Bird Bishop was born in Yorkshire in 1831. As a child she was often ill, but she really wanted to travel. In 1854 her father, who was a clergyman, gave her £100 to fulfil her ambition. 

She went to visit relatives in America and stayed until she ran out of money. While travelling Isabella kept a journal and wrote exciting letters to her sister Henrietta. When she returned to the UK she used the letters to write a book ‘The Englishwoman in America’. She wrote about the places she visited, the people she met and their customs. The money she made from the sale of her book enabled her to do more travelling. 

In 1894 Isabella set off on a journey that took her first to Canada then on to East Asia. She visited China and sailed up the River Yangtze. By this time she was not only keeping a journal but was also taking photographs. She eventually returned home in 1897 and wrote ‘The Yangtze Valley and Beyond’ which is illustrated with her photographs (published in 1899).

‘The Yangtze Valley and Beyond’ describes the route Isabella took, how she travelled, the landscapes that she saw, the places and buildings –such as temples – she visited, where she stayed and the people she met. It is packed full with wonderful descriptions, and details about the geography of China. 

Isabella Bird was a remarkable Victorian woman who achieved her ambition to travel. Because she wrote so well about her travels we can all share in them. She died in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1904.




