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“The most important subordinate member of the expedition…He served us very well from one end of the expedition to the other.”�General Bruce, expedition leader describing interpreter, Karma Paul in 1922.








“All the way up and down we helped and were helped  by, each other – and that was the way it should be. But we were not leader and led.  We were not leader and led.  We were partners.”�Tenzing Norgay on Edmund Hillary.











“It had always been Hunt's [leader of the expedition] intention, if feasible, to include a Sherpa in one of the summit teams, as a way of recognizing their invaluable contribution to the success of these expeditions."�Climber George Band describing why Tenzing Norgay was one of the first climbers to summit Everest with Edmund Hillary in 1953.








“It showed me not only what a capable mountaineer he is, but also that he was, even at that time, fitter than any of us."�John Hunt, leader of the 1953 expedition describing his climbs with Tenzing Norgay.








“The Sherpas are the absent heroes of these expeditions.”�President of the Royal Geographical  Society at a meeting in 1936.  











