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Planning Coastal Fieldwork

Your task:

You and your class want to carry out geography fieldwork at the coast for one day.  Your job is to choose an appropriate location, plan the day, prepare the students, describe appropriate fieldwork techniques and suggest what conclusions you expect to make.  You will have to put together a 5 minute pitch to be presented to the head teacher to get permission to take the class out of school for a day.  

What is my fieldwork about?

You are going to investigate the process of longshore drift by explaining how to measure sand deposited either side of groynes.

What is my hypothesis?

“Longshore drift operates along …………………………….. beach”.  You are going to decide which beach will be the location for your fieldwork.  When you know the name of the beach you can add it to your hypothesis.

What do I need to do?

1. Use Google Maps to choose a beach that can be visited within a day of your school and that has evidence of groynes. 

2. Work out how you are going to get to your location, how long it will take you and what time you are going to leave and return.

3. When you have chosen a beach look for evidence of longshore drift.  What might you see that will tell you that longshore drift is occurring on that beach?

4. Write a list of all the equipment you will need to take with you.

5. Write a description of how you’re going to carry out your fieldwork.  This should include the length of the beach you’re going to measure and how you are going to collect evidence of longshore drift based on the discussion at the beginning of the lesson.
6. Think about how you are going to record the data you collect.  Design a table to record the measurements you are going to take.

7. Displaying your results.  How might you display your measurements?  Think of a graph that would clearly show your findings.  
8. What would you expect to find?  Use your knowledge of longshore drift and map evidence to suggest what the results of the fieldwork might show.
Writing my pitch
1. Your pitch needs to start emphasising the importance of geography fieldwork and why you need to take the class out of school for the day.

2. You need to justify your choice of location by explaining why it is a good location to investigate your hypothesis.
3. You need to give a brief overview of the structure of the day including timings.

4. You need to give some background information into longshore drift, how it occurs and the role of groynes.
5. You need to explain the method you are going to use to investigate if longshore drift is operating on your chosen beach.  You should include an annotated diagram to support your explanation.  
6. You need to explain how the data collected is going to be displayed.
7. You need to explain what you are expecting to find from your results. What does this mean for the beach?
8. You should finish with an explanation of how you would benefit from carrying out this fieldwork rather than just learning about longshore drift in the classroom.
Good Luck!

